with a better state logo than the one they

have. The bucking horse is standing al-
most on his head, with his front feet planted,
his hind feet about as high as they can go and
his back arched like a spitting tom cat, On his
back, a cowboy is almost perpendicular to
the ground, leaning far back, clinging tightly
with his feet and throwing his arm wide to
maintain his balance,

The combination of the horse’s determi-
nation not to be conquered and stay free and
the equally tough determination on the part of
the cowhoy to stay with him, exemplifies our
idea of the way Wyoming folks feel about
life. They don’t expect it to be easy and they
are willing to work hard or even fight to get
their fair shake. They love their freedom and
their land that looks to be the essence of
freedom. We like that.

While we grew up almost 1,000 miles
away, the state is not unfamiliar to us. As a
kid, I was infatuated with anything that had to
do with cowboys and maybe still am. | was
fed an early diet of first hand cowboy stories
by a favorite uncle. Early in the twentieth
century, his sister and her husband left Illi-
nois and homesteaded a ranch near Carlisle,
WY. Later, Uncle Frank traveled out to stay
with them and help on the ranch. Devil's
Tower was next door and he rode into
Sundance for a Saturday night fling at dances
and a beer or two. When it was time to come
back to Illinois, he rode to St. Louis, sleeping
on hay in a boxcar and paid for his passage by
tending several carloads of horses being
shipped to 5t. Louis from the ranches. He
came back full of great cowboy stories.

It was heady stuff for a ten year old and
each time [ get a chance to go to Wyoming or
any of the western states, I am still in awe of
the vastness, the look of an untamed land and
the idea that I could jump on a horse’s back
and ride forever. (Well, a mile or two anyway
before saddle sores!)

So the same feeling prevailed when we
spent a week in Wyoming right after attend-
ing the NAWEOA conference in July. The
first time we came over a rise and saw the
road stretching endlessly ahead of us across
the green valley and the snow capped moun-
tains on the horizon, it was there. The old
feeling of awe and the power of the land was
as strong as ever.

So we want 1o tell you a little about the

Idnuh: if Wyoming could ever come up

The Land of

wardens of Wyoming that we had a chance to
meet on this short visit and something about
that wonderful environment they work in.

A week of course, just gives you a taste. It
seemed we spent half the trip in the seat of the
rental car. Nothing is next door here. The
state is the ninth largest in the U.S. It's 375
miles from South Dakota and Nebraska on
the east, to Idaho on the west. 276 miles from
Colorado on the south, to Montana on the
north. Within those 97,000 square miles there
is almost 27 million acres of public land.
There is a lot of room to roam in this state.

In that much area you will find one of the
most diverse landscapes in the nation. Prai-
ries meet the mountains and the mountains
are interspersed with huge valleys full of
farm crops, hay fields and pastures. It is a
vacationers dream. It has two of the most
famous National Parks in the nation. Grand
Teton NP and Yellowstone, both in the upper
NW corner, Flaming Gorge, a National Rec-
reation area 15 in the SW corner,

You can follow history by taking the
Mormon trail or the Oregon trail. Wyoming
was crossed in every direction with folks
feeling the wanderlust, Fortunately a few had
good sense enough to stop and realize they
what they were crossing and stayed right
here. As you cross the state, you cross the
continental divide with rivers flowing to the
Mississippi on one side and to the Pacific on
the other. You can start at 3,000 feet (above
sealevel)and climbto 13,000. Y ou can bathe
in hot mineral springs or in an icy mountain
brook. In the summer you may have 30-60
days above 90F and in the winter it can be so
cold you don’t want to think about it. If you
want all around diversity in most respects of
life, here is the place. The only thing you
won't find here is traffic jams and nosy people.
Wyoming folks are firm believers in minding
your own business, a trait that needs to spread
all over the U.5.

What you will find is more wildlife (600
different species) than there are people. This
is true only because of the efforts of Wyo-
ming Game and Fish and their people and the
fore runners of today’s wildlife experts. One
hundred years ago, people thought there was
so much wildlife here that it could never be
expended. Of course they were wrong. Here
are some samples which is chronicled in the
book, “The History of Wildlife Management
in Wyoming" which was written by Neal
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Blair and published by the G&F Department
in 1987.

December 1875 — A rancher and friend
killed 97 antelope in one day. The same year
a hunting party killed 100 elk, extracted the
teeth, skinned the hides and left all the meat
torot. 3,000 elk hides were brought to Union
Pacific railroad stations for shipment in a six
month period. Summer 1876 — A group of
soldiers, camped on the Big Goose caught
13,000 trout on grasshoppers. One said the
trout were so thick in the stream, that when
you threw a grasshopper in, they had to wait
and take turns to bite it. October 1877 -
Antelope carcasses were sold on the street for
$1.50 each. One man stated that he went
hunting for one half hour and killed 26 ante-
lope by taking only 32 shots in those 30
minutes. 1879 - the Territorial legislature
passed a bill which would offer twenty-five
cents bounty for each eagle or hawk that was
killed and brought in. 1881 — 20,000 deer
hides, 53,000 antelope and 5,000 elk were
shipped down the Yellowstone river alone
that year. 1889 = The last known wild buffalo
in Wyoming was killed.

But change was coming —

1869 — The first Territorial Legislature
passed a bill which offered some protection
for fish and game, but it only had 233 words
in the entire law. It regulated sale of fish and
game but nothing toward limits for taking.
The fine was 550 and an informer was given
25% of the fine. 1878 — A contingent of
soldiers were placed in Yellowstone and used
to patrol for poachers in the park. 1882 -
Moose and mountain goat were afforded
some protection in a new law. 1884 — The
Legislature passed a bill to build a jail and
man it with a constable in Yellowstone. The
State effort however was not greatly appreci-
ated by the Federal government. 1885 — The
first hatchery was built and for the next five
years some two and one half million trout
were haiched and released in state waters.
1895 ~ It was made a felony to kill a wild
buffalo or bison. The fish commissioner was
named as state game warden and was allowed
to have 20 deputies. In 1896, the first warden,
Albert Nelson was named to the position. In
1899 the provision for a state game warden
was revised and a salary of $1,200 a year was
paid and Deputies were paid $3 aday. Finally
an effort was made to set up a licensing






